
University of Wyoming President Edward Seidel’s May 15, 2021 presentation of a 
posthumous honorary degree to Crawford White Eagle Sr. is transcribed below: 

“It gives me great honor to talk about this topic.  

The recipient of an honorary degree exemplifies values of excellence, service and 
integrity, and possesses distinguished accomplishments in their profession, public 
service, or in service to humanity. 

It is my high honor to bestow an honorary degree, the university’s highest award, to 
Crawford White Eagle Senior. 

It saddens me to say that we did not get to honor Crawford White Eagle Sr. during his 
lifetime. He was nominated and selected in 2019 for this honor, but he died in 
January of 2020 before we were able to hold the formal ceremony.  

Today we have members of his family and community with us who will participate in 
this posthumous honoring. 

Lee Spoonhunter, co-chairman of the Northern Arapaho Business Council wrote in his 
letter of nomination that, “Mr. White Eagle focuses his life on serving his community, 
and engages in this important work because he knows that his efforts will lead to a 
stronger future for all citizens of the state of Wyoming. 

“At a time when we cannot have enough people who work to bring everyone together, 
Mr. White Eagle stands out as someone who constantly strives to build bridges, not for 
selfish reasons, but for the betterment of everyone.” 

Crawford was one of the ceremonial leaders of the northern Arapaho people of the 
Wind River Indian Reservation. He served as a member of the Northern Arapaho 
Business Council and the Northern Arapaho Elders Council, working as a tireless 
advocate for the preservation of the Tribe’s language and culture.  

He also promoted the education of his people, establishing the Northern Arapaho 
endowment for tribal students attending the University of Wyoming and helping to 
create the Wyoming Indian School.  

He was involved in many creative and collaborative efforts, serving as a language 
preservation consultant for the National Indian Education Association, leading a 
delegation involved with artifact identification at Yale University and helping to 
create the Wind River Education Project and the American Indian Education for All 
curriculum, among many other projects. Crawford also served his country in the 
United States army during the Vietnam war and was twice wounded in combat 
receiving the purple hear among many other medals.  



A graduate of St. Stephens High School, he was a master jewelry maker and 
silversmith. Another of his nominators, James Trosper, said, “Crawford White Eagle 
focused his life’s work on Arapaho cultural survival. He harnessed ceremonial 
knowledge, traditional leadership, service, and diplomacy to achieve his goals.” 

Accepting today on behalf of Crawford are his wife Jaqueline White Eagle, and his 
eldest son Crawford Larry White Eagle Jr.  

For elder Crawford White Eagle’s Sr.’s contributions to education, industry, and the 
state, the University of Wyoming is honored to bestow posthumously the degree of 
Doctor of Humane Letters, honoris causa. Following acceptance of Crawford’s 
honorary diploma, his son Ryan Wilson will introduce an honor song and conclude by 
providing comments to our graduating class on behalf of the family.”


