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LANDER, WY — A recent survey of Lander educators revealed serious concerns about safety as students return to in-person 
studies this fall. Nearly 17 percent of those surveyed indicated that they are likely to leave education rather than face returning to 
the classroom. “It’s an understatement to say that Lander educators are concerned about the safety of students and staff,” said 
Lander Education Association President Lannette Lahey. “We commend the District for the many safety measures that have 
already been implemented into our school reopening plans,” she continued, “we are close to doing everything within our power 
to reopen schools safely. But, we can do more: There is still substantial room for improvement.”  
 
After several hours of debate on Tuesday, the FCSD #1 School Board voted to approve the district’s Smart Start Schools 
Reopening Plan. The approved plan was first modified to include language from the WDE, “recommending” but not “requiring” 
face masks, except in circumstances that prevent social distancing. Despite the repeated admission by many Board members that 
they “did not understand the science” supporting wearing masks, 4 out of  7 members of the Board were ideologically opposed to 
the idea of a requirement—or even a recommendation—around the obligation of students and staff to wear masks.  
 
An anonymous Lander educator shared with the Lander Education Association his concerns about the lack of precautions being 
taken in physical education classes. Per WDE’s recommendations, there is a specific exception for mask-wearing during P.E., a 
time when students will be exhaling with physical exertion, oftentimes without a practical way to effectively implement social 
distancing.  
 
“If we are going to do what is right to protect students and employees—and indeed the entire Lander community—we need 
parents to get actively involved and to demand every possible safety measure be put in place for their children,” said former 
Superintendent of Lander Schools and current FCSD #1 Board member, Dr. Kathy Hitt.  
 
The District first released a draft of their Smart Start Schools Reopening Plan  on July 14. In response to input from members 
of the Lander Education Association (LEA), educators, and other community stakeholders, additional provisions and precautions 
for students and staff are now part of the approved plan. Thanks in large part to input from the Association, the plan now includes 
mandatory training for students and staff on best practices in preventing transmission of COVID-19. It also ensures access to a 
maximum of 80 hours of fully-paid, federally-funded emergency sick leave for educators quarantined due to suspected exposure 
to the coronavirus.  
 
Per the plan, parents will also have the option to elect to enroll students in a virtual academy. Students enrolled in virtual learning 
will have access to live-streamed feeds from classrooms. “The administration has shown foresight and innovation in providing 
students a virtual, synchronous learning environment,” said Lannette Lahey “in this scenario, parents don’t have to be the experts 
and students stay more engaged with their studies and their peers.” 
 
According to Lander Superintendent Dr. Dave Barker educators at greater risk of severe, debilitating, or fatal COVID-19 
infection because of preexisting health conditions will be prioritized for virtual teaching positions. Twenty-nine percent of those 
surveyed by the LEA indicated that they have health conditions placing them in a high-risk category, and 42% of survey 
respondents reported living with or caring for someone with risk factors. 
 
“We are now calling on parents and other community members to become involved in putting these final puzzle pieces together,” 
said Lahey. “It’s time for this to become a community-wide conversation. Please  contact your School Board and let them know 
that we cannot settle for doing the minimum to satisfy state requirements,” she continued. “We need to work together to get this 
right: the lives of children and educators hang in the balance, and the safety of our schools and community is at stake.” 
 



The Lander Education Association is calling for additional safety measures to be detailed in the Smart Start Schools Reopening 
Plan, including mandated facial coverings, temperature checks and symptom screenings, and more. A full list of additional 
suggestions can be found in a letter sent to the School Board by LEA, available at https://bit.ly/LanderEA  
 
The Lander Education Association has another ask of parents, one with clear implications for some members of the FCSD #1 
School Board, “Let’s work together as a community to elect qualified replacements for those Board members who failed to 
support the highest standards of safety for our students and community.”  
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